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N O T I C E  

All quest ions  or o the r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e l a t ing  to this d o c u m e n t  should  be  sent only to N F P A  H e a d -  
qua r t e r s ,  addressed  to the a t t en t ion  of  the C o m m i t t e e  responsible  for  the d o c u m e n t .  

For  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the p rocedures  for  r eques t ing  Techn ica l  Commi t t ee s  to issue F o r m a l  In t e rp re t a -  
tions, p ropos ing  Ten ta t ive  In te r im A m e n d m e n t s ,  p ropos ing  a m e n d m e n t s  for C o m m i t t e e  cons idera t ion ,  a n d  
appea l s  on  ma t t e r s  r e l a t ing  to the con ten t  of  the d o c u m e n t ,  wri te  to the  Secretary ,  S t a n d a r d s  Counci l ,  Na-  
t ional  Fire P ro tec t ion  Associa t ion,  B a t t e r y m a r c h  Park ,  Qu incy .  MA 02269.  

A s ta tement ,  wr i t t en  or oral .  tha t  is not  processed in a c c o r d a n c e  with Section 16 of the Regu la t ions  
G o v e r n i n g  C o m m i t t e e  Projects  shall  not  be cons idered  the official  posi t ion of N F P A  or  any  of its C o m m i t  
tees a n d  shall not  be  cons idered  to be, nor  be rel ied u p o n  as, a Fo rma l  In t e rp re t a t ion .  

Users of  this d o c u m e n t  should  consul t  app l i cab l e  Federal ,  Sta te  a n d  local  laws a n d  regula t ions .  N F P A  
does not,  by the pub l i ca t i on  of  this d o c u m e n t ,  i n t end  to urge ac t ion  which  is not  in c o m p l i a n c e  with ap- 
p l icable  laws a n d  this d o c u m e n t  m a y  not  be cons t rued  as d o i n g  so. 

P o l i c y  A d o p t e d  b y  N F P A  Board of D i r e c t o r s  o n  D e c e m b e r  3, 1982 

T h e  B o a r d  of  Directors  rea f f i rms  tha t  the  Na t iona l  Fire P ro tec t ion  Associa t ion  recognizes t ha t  the  tox- 
icity of the p roduc t s  of combus t i on  is an  i m p o r t a n t  f ac to r  in the loss of life f rom fire. N F P A  has dea l t  with 
t ha t  subject  in its t echn ica l  c o m m i t t e e  d o c u m e n t s  for  m a n y  years.  

T h e r e  is a conce rn  tha t  the g r o w i n g  use of  synthet ic  ma te r i a l s  may  p r o d u c e  more  or add i t i ona l  toxic 
p roduc t s  of  combus t i on  in a fire env i ronmen t .  T h e  B o a r d  has,  therefore ,  asked all N F P A  technica l  commi t -  
tees to review the d o c u m e n t s  for  which  they are  responsible  to be sure tha t  the d o c u m e n t s  r e spond  to this 
cu r r en t  conce rn .  T o  assist the commi t t ees  in mee t i ng  this request ,  the B o a r d  has a p p o i n t e d  an  advisory 
c o m m i t t e e  to provide specific g u i d a n c e  to the t echn ica l  commi t t ees  on quest ions  re la t ing  to assessing the 
haza rds  of the p roduc t s  of combus t i on .  

L i c e n s i n g  P r o v i s i o n  

This  d o c u m e n t  is c o p y r i g h t e d  by the  N a t i o n a l  Fire P ro tec t ion  Associa t ion (NFPA) .  T h e  t e rms  a n d  con- 
di t ions set for th  below do not  ex tend  to the index  to this d o c u m e n t .  If publ ic  au thor i t i e s  a n d  others  
re fe rence  this d o c u m e n t  in laws, o rd inances ,  regula t ions  a n d  admin i s t r a t ive  o rders  or  s imi la r  i n s t rumen t s ,  it 
should  be with the u n d e r s t a n d i n g  tha t  this d o c u m e n t  is in fo rmat ive  in n a t u r e  a n d  does not  con t a in  m a n -  
d a t o r y  r equ i r emen t s .  Any deletions,  addi t ions ,  a n d  changes  desired by the a d o p t i n g  au tho r i t y  must  be 
no ted  separa te ly .  Those  us ing this m e t h o d  ( " a d o p t i o n  by reference")  are  reques ted  to not i fy the N F P A  (At- 
tent ion:  Secre tary ,  S t a n d a r d s  Counci l )  in wr i t ing  of such  use. 

T h e  te rm " a d o p t i o n  by re ference"  m e a n s  the c i t ing  of the title a n d  pub l i sh ing  i n f n r m a t i n n  only. 

(For f u r t h e r  exp l ana t i on ,  see the Policy C o n c e r n i n g  the Adop t ion .  P r in t i ng  a n d  Pub l i ca t ion  of  N F P A  
D o c u m e n t s  which  is ava i lab le  u p o n  reques t  f rom the N F P A . )  

S t a t e m e n t  o n  N F P A  P r o c e d u r e s  

This  ma te r i a l  has been deve loped  u n d e r  the publ i shed  p rocedures  of the Na t iona l  Fire P ro tec t ion  
Associat ion,  which  are  des igned to assure the a p p o i n t m e n t  of technica l ly  c o m p e t e n t  Commi t t e e s  hav ing  
b a l a n c e d  rep resen ta t ion .  Whi le  these p rocedu re s  assure the  highest  degree  of  care ,  ne i the r  the N a t i o n a l  Fire 
Pro tec t ion  Associa t ion,  its member s ,  nor  those p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in its activities accepts  any  liabili ty resu l t ing  
f rom c o m p l i a n c e  or n o n c o m p l i a n c e  with the provisions given herein,  for  any  restr ict ions imposed  on 
ma te r i a l s  or  processes, or firr the comple teness  of  the text. 

NFPA has no power  or  au tho r i ty  to police or  enforce  c o m p l i a n c e  with the conten ts  of  this d o c u m e n t  
a n d  any  cer t i f ica t ion  of  p r o d u c t s  s ta t ing  c o m p l i a n c e  with r equ i r emen t s  of this d o c u m e n t  is m a d e  at  the peril  
of  the cer t i f ier  
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This  edition of N F P A  906M, Guide for Fire Incident Field Notes', was prepared  by the 
Technical  Commi t t ee  on Fire Repor t ing  and acted on by the Nat ional  Fire Protect ion 
Association, Inc. at its Annual  Meet ing  held M a y  16-18, 1988, in Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia. It was issued by the S tandards  Counci l  on June  8, 1988, with an effective date 
of June  28, 1988. 

The  1988 edition of this document  has been approved by the Amer ican  Nat ional  
S tandards  Insti tute.  

O r i g i n  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  of  N F P A  906M 

This  guide was developed to provide persons invest igat ing tlres, whether  as the com- 
pany officer, incident commander ,  fire depar tment  or fire marshal investigative specialist, 
or private investigator with a tool for taking notes in an organized manner  while collect- 
ing da ta  about  the incident.  Through  a more organized collection of data  in the field, 
a more complete incident  report  and/or  investigative report  can be produced which 
will u l t imately  lead to better  da ta  to solve the fire problem.  It was not the intent of 
the commit tee  that these tbrms by themselves be an investigative or tire incident report.  
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Introduction 

T h e  p r o p e r  r e c o r d i n g  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a n  i n c i d e n t  
is one  of  the  mos t  effect ive tools a v a i l a b l e  to a fire in-  
ve s t i ga to r .  T o  assis t  in this  e n d e a v o r ,  the  N F P A  Fire  
R e p o r t i n g  C o m m i t t e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s u b c o m m i t t e e  to 
d e v e l o p  this  m a n u a l .  U s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  i n p u t  f rom 
a v a r i e t y  of  sources ,  the  C o m m i t t e e  has  d e v e l o p e d  a ser ies  
of  f o r m s  to be  used  local ly in the  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of  the  in-  
c i d e n t  by  those  c o n d u c t i n g  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

T h i s  m a n u a l  has  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  to p r o v i d e  those  in-  
v e s t i g a t i n g  a fire wi th  a bas ic  sys tem for co l l ec t ing  d a t a  
a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  in a c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r .  T h e s e  f o r m s  are  
not  des igned  or  i n t e n d e d  to be a comple te  repor t ,  bu t  r a t h e r  
to serve as i n p u t  for d e v e l o p i n g  a final inves t iga t ive  repor t .  
T h e y  also are  no t  i n t e n d e d  to p r o v i d e  all k n o w n  i n c i d e n t  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h i s  m a n u a l  does  not  c o v e r  the  i n t e r p r e t a -  
t ion  a n d  use  of  the  da t a .  

All local u n i t s  of  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  in-  
vo lved  in fire i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a re  e n c o u r a g e d  to ut i l ize  these  
forms in the  way best  sui ted for the i r  s i tua t ion .  S u p p l e m e n -  
tal local  fo rms  s h o u l d  be  used  as n e e d e d .  

General 

Scope. T h e  scope  of  th is  m a n u a l  is to gu ide  in- 
v e s t i g a t o r s  in co l l ec t ing  a n d  r e c o r d i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  infor-  
m a t i o n  n e e d e d  for the  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  a fo rma l  i n c i d e n t  
r epo r t .  

Purpose. T h i s  m a n u a l  e x p l a i n s  a ser ies  of  s u g g e s t e d  
fo rms  t ha t  c an  be  used  d u r i n g  a fire i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to r eco rd  
field notes .  T h e  f o r m s  se rve  as a r e m i n d e r  of  the  type  of  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t ha t  m a y  be he lpfu l  in u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the  fire. 

Application. 
T h e  g u i d e l i n e s  for u s i n g  these  t b r m s  are  on ly  sugges-  

t ions ,  as e ach  p a r t i c u l a r  a g e n c y  s h o u l d  ut i l ize  the  fo rms  
in the  way  t h a t  bes t  sui ts  t h e i r  needs .  T h e  fo rms  are  s im-  
ple to c o m p l e t e ,  w i th  la rge  a reas  for c o m m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  
be  d e v e l o p e d  as the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s .  

T h e  fo rms  s h o w n  in th is  m a n u a l  a re  d e s i g n e d  to col lect  
desc r ip t ive  o b s e r v a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  def in i t ive  conc lus ions .  

No t  all f o rms  will be used  at  all i nc iden t s .  H o w e v e r ,  
severa l  f o rms  cou ld  be  used  on  a n y  specif ic  fire, d e p e n d -  
ing  on  the  m a g n i t u d e  of  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  or  the  type  of  
i n c i d e n t .  

T h i s  m a n u a l  c o n t a i n s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  for the  c o m p l e t i o n  of  
the  fire i n c i d e n t  field no te  fo rms .  T h e  fo rms  a l low the  per-  
son  c o n d u c t i n g  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to collect the  i n f o r m a t i o n  
in a c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r  so it c an  t h e n  be  s tud ied  to r e a c h  
a c o n c l u s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t .  T h e  f o r m s  
are  d e s i g n e d  to be  h a n d w r i t t e n .  T h e  d a t a  is to be  u t i l i zed  
to c o m p l e t e  the  f inal  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r epor t .  T h e  case supe r -  
v i s ion  fo rm s h o u l d  be  used  to keep  a t r ack  of  the  p rog res s  
of  the  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Preparation of Reports. 
T h e s e  fo rms  a n d  the  i n t b r m a t i o n  r e c o r d e d  on  t h e m  are  

no t  d e s i g n e d  to c o n s t i t u t e  the  i n c i d e n t  r epo r t .  T h e y  pro-  
v ide  d a t a  he lpfu l  in r e a c h i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s  as to w h a t  h a p -  
p e n e d  so the  i n c i d e n t  r epor t  or  the  i nves t i ga t i on  r epo r t  can  
be  p r e p a r e d .  I f  a n  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  has  a l r e a d y  b e e n  filed, 
p a r t  of  the  p rocess  of  u s i n g  th is  d a t a  s h o u l d  be  to ver i fy  
the  o r ig ina l  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  a n d  u p d a t e  t h a t  r e p o r t  as 
n e c e s s a r y  so the  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  is c o n t a i n e d  
in the  i n c i d e n t  r e p o r t  a n d  a n y  d a t a  bases  t h a t  c o n t a i n  t ha t  
i n c i d e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

Forms. 
T h e r e  a re  tweh,  e t b r m s  d e s c r i b e d  in this  m a n u a l .  T h e s e  

fo rms  a n d  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  are:  

906M-0 Case Snpcrvision 

906M-1 All Fires 

906M-2 Structure Fires 

906M-3 Motor Vehicles 

906M-4 Wildland Fires 

906M-5 Casuahies 

906N'I-6 "VVitness Statement 

906M-7 Evidence 

906M-8 Photographs 

906M-9 Sketches 

906M-10 Insurance 
Information 

906M-11 Records/ 
D o c u m e n t s  

- -  Used on all investigations to track 
the progress of the investigation. 

- -  Used on all fire investigations to 
collect idcntificatinn and contact 
intbrmation. 

- -  Used when the fire rnvolves a 
structure. There are three pages 
to this form. 

- -  Used when the fire involves any 
type of motor vehicle. 

- -  Used when fire involves grass, 
brush, and wildland areas. 

- -  Used to collect information on 
people injured or killed in the 
incident. 

- -  Used one sheet per wimess to 
identity, the wimess and record the 
s t a t e m e n l .  

- -  U s e d  [n  r e c o r d  r e c o v e r e d  e v i d e n c e  
a n d  w h e r e  it is r e m o v e d  to. 

- -  Used to log description of all 
photographs taken. 

- -  Used to sketch the scene or 
specific locations within the scene. 

- -  Used to record intbrrnation on 
insurance coverage, adjustment, 
~.lnd Inss. 

- -  Used to record intbrrnation on 
incident, property, and business 
or personnel records that are 
availahle. 
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CASE SUPERVISION 9 0 6 M - 5  

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

This "cover" sheet wifl assist in keeping track of the progress of the investigation. Indicate what has been done, what needs to 
be done, assignments, dates, etc. in the "Remarks" sections. The lower portion should be used to record routine checks or 
rechecks and other information pertinent to the investigation. 

Idi ;I I :;I q i ] l  ~ [Oil il :l,.',]kll ~ o ]  ; i  ~vA 

ALL FIRES M-1 [ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

STRUCTURES M-2 

VEHICLES M-3 

WILDLAND M-4 

CASUALTIES M-5 

WITNESS M-6 

EVIDENCE M-7 

PHOTOGRAPHS Mo8 

SKETCHES M-9 

INSURANCE M-10  

REC°/DOCUMENT M-11 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [ ]  N/A 
DATE 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

I INCIDENT AND CASUALTY REPORTS UPDATED [ ]  YES [ ]  NO [ ]  NOT NECESSARY 
DATE 

) A T E  A C T I V I T Y  B~ 
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906M-6 F I R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

Case Supervision (Form M-0). 
The case supervision form shown on the previous page 

is designed to be the cover sheet for the package of sheets 
that will result as the information after a fire is recorded. 

This cover sheet will assist in keeping track of the prog- 
ress of the investigation. Indicate what has been done or 
needs to be done, assignments,  dates, etc., in the remarks 
section. The lower portion can be used to record routine 
checks or rechecks and other information pert inent  to the 
investigation. 

The department  or agency conducting the investigation 
as well as the file n u m b e r  assigned to the investigation 
should be recorded on the upper  right corner of each sheet 
or form used. 

The section entitled "Fie ld  Notes" should be used to 

indicate which forms are being used and, therefore, should 
be part of the final package. I r a  particular form is not ap- 
plicable (N/A) to the fire being investigated, check the N/A 
box so that other investigators or supervisors realize that 
the form is purposely not present, rather than potentially 
lost. For example, the Vehicles Form (M-3) and the 
Wildland Form (M-4) would not be applicable to a struc- 
ture fire. 

Use the back side of the form or additional sheets of 
paper to record additional activities and dates. 

The date/activity spaces are to record various aspects 
of the investigation as it continues.  As shown in the exam- 
pie below, the evidence was taken to the lab on May 27, 
1987, and the lab results are recorded in the activity sec- 
tion. Each investigator should utilize this space for any 
notes that may be pert inent  to the investigation. 

AGENCY i FILE NUMBER 

5 t ~ e -  PDt ; ~  i i z . ~ q -  BS  
This "cover" sheet will assist in keeping track of the progress of the investigation. Indicate what has been done, what needs to 
be done, assignments, dates, etc. in the "Remarks" sections. The lower portion should be used to record routine checks or 
rechecks and other information pertinent to the investigation. 

D LO O-'II 

ALL F,RES ,,, ~ ~ COMPLETE ~ / Z ~ / ~ ' /  . i DA=FF: - 

STRUCTURES M-2  

VEHICLES M-3  

WlLDLAND M-4 

[] N/A 

COMPLETE 5 " / 2  ~2/~"1 [] N/A 
' DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE [I~/" NIA 
DATE 

[ ]  COMPLETE ° ~ N/A 
DATE 

N/A 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 
CASUALTIES M-5 [ ]  COMPLETE DATE 

WITNESS M-6 [ ~  COMPLETE ~ [ ]  N/A 
REMARKS 

J~ COMPLETE [ ]  N/A REMARKS 
' DA~'E 

J ~  COMPLETE ,~1~.-7/B7 [] N/A 
i DATE 

EVIDENCE M-7  

PHOTOGRAPHS M-8  

COMPLETE SKETCHES M-9  

INSURANCE M-1 0 [ ~  COMPLETE 

~'/ COMPLETE 

' DATE 

J151~7_ [] .,A 
I DATE 

5/~7[~7 [] . /A  
I DA=fE R E C . / D O C U M E N T  M-11  

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

REMARKS 

G/lo z.,~- ~o -£o8c~ up 
REMARKS 

[] , , ,o  

I @ /sr 
I 

Ev;dence e d 
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ALL FIRES 9 0 6 M - 7  

I I t / I l l  I v i i i  i~ I 
ADDRESS/LOCATION 

W E A T H E R  AT 
T I M E  OF F IRE 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 

DAY DATE 

A G E N C Y  FILE N U M B E R  

TIME FIRE DEPT. INCIDENT NO. 

TEMP. WIND DIR. WIND SPEED 

P R O P E R T Y  STRUCTURE (M-2) VEHICLE (M-3) WlLDLAND (M-4) OTHER 
D E S C R I P T I O N  [ ]  [ ]  [ ]  [ ]  

[o]vAv/~ 1:1; l l o I l [ l ~ l  I "J±l ~ i 
OWNER'S NAME PHONE NO. 

OWNER'S ADDRESS 

OCCUPANT'S NAME ~ PHONE NO. 

OCCUPANT'S ADDRESS 

DOING BUSINESS AS L PHONE NO. 

I ~[o]idl; i l [e~'- I  d [, p] ~ i  ;i[o] ; l  I ~, kVa =IF,:']I d [elr±li d I e]~ 
DAY DATE TIME FROM WHOM 

RECEIVED BY ASSIGNEDTO 

ATARRIVEDscENE DAY DATE TIME SCENE SECURED [][] NOyEs By(COMMENTwHoM; ON CONDITION) 

A U T H O R I T Y  E M E R G E N C Y  CONSENT WARRANT OTHER (Describe) 
TO E N T E R  [ ]  VERBAL [ ]  WRITTEN [ ]  ADMIN. [ ]  CRIM. 
D E P A R T E D  DAY DATE TIME COMMENTS 
S C E N E  

|,,.= m. u , - ~ . w  ~.-. n ,-~ ~ =,.'il i , -~  n 
FIRE DEPT. 

l l [ i ' l v J  I ! , ' i  - - ! !  

INCIDENT NO. CONTACTPERSON PHONE NO. 

POLICE DEPT. FILE NO. CONTACT PERSON PHONE NO. 

OTHER CASE NO. CONTACT PERSON PHONE NO. 

I :~,,,"]1 II hVj l±In i1:1 i ~  I[oln i/_,1 ~ I[o]..',][,: 

I' 
R E M A R K  q, 

ESTIMATED BY 
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9 0 6 M - 8  F I R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

All Fires  (Form M-l). 
The "All  Fires"  form shown on the previous page is 

divided into six sections. As with all forms used, the agency 
name and file n u m b e r  should be entered at the upper right 
corner. 

The first section identifies the incident.  This  includes 
the address where the incident occurred or the general loca- 
tion; the day, date, and time of the incident;  and any fire 
depar tment  incident number .  The weather should be a 
general description, with the temperature,  wind direction, 
and wind speed as exact as possible. The property descrip- 
tion should show whether the incident is primarily a struc- 
ture, vehicle, wildland, or other fire. The appropriate form 
should also be attached. 
I1+11t I i I ; I  ~11 

O~SCmeVlON ~ H ~ ~] 

The second section is for recording the owner and the 
occupant.  List the owner 's  name,  telephone number ,  and 
address. If the occupant ' s  name and address are different, 
list those as well. For a business, the name of the business 
and its telephone n u m b e r  should be recorded on the line 
" D o i n g  Business As ."  

.... . - +  o . . o -  

The third section is to identify how the investigative 
agency was notified and when and to whom the case is 
assigned. All the information relates to when the in- 
vestigator was notified. In the example, on Saturday, May 
24, 1987, at 1430 hours, Chief  Jones  contacted Rogers, 
who assigned the case to Fahey. The form then shows the 
arrival time of the investigator at the scene, whether the 
scene was secured or not, and,  in this scenerio, the fact 

it was found in the same condit ion as it was left by the fire 
department .  The authority to enter was written. 

The  date and time when the investigator departed the 
scene is also recorded. 

l l [*1 i l i l l O ~ i | |  £ol~ 1 1 0 I I I I ~  | , l  =~"lliIl 'r:llil*l~ m 

~h¢~O By . . . .  [ ASSW~NED IO 

A"R I?~  ~ o~vE , ; T~M~ i SC£NESECUREDN~ NO (CC~ENrTONCO"DIIW~N),..~/~8 ~ [eg~ ~ I 
I . . . . . . .  I m o C ~ L s / 2 ~ 1 5 1  o?10~ [] . . . . .  ,,..o~ FP " 1 
~ORITy  E~mE~y ~C~SENT WAR~ -- ~THEn (Des~be) . . . . . .  
[ . . . . . . .  E . . . .  [ H  ...... ~w . . . . .  ~ ..... H .... ] 

l,~::'.: ''" I%-,~ [°#~'7~o I . . . . . . . .  I 

The fourth section identifies other agencies that were 
contacted as part of the investigation. In this case, Chief 
Jones  of the Clio Fire Depar tment  and Patrolman Smith 
of the Vienna  Police Depar tment  were involved. 

~ { ~  I'~£~ ~ _ ° ~ : ~  ~>~ 
°"V/~F/r7 a "  I . . . .  I . . . . . . . . . . . . .  - - - ~ '  #3Z-lilt_ I 

The fifth section provides a space to estimate the total 
loss and who made the estimate. Additional information 
on the loss can be recorded in the remarks section. Also 
note that the insurance intormat ion torm (906-M-10) has 
space for recording information on the insurance loss paid. 

The final section of the "All  Fires" form is the remarks 
section. This section can be used as necessary to record 
any addit ional details the user feels relevant to the 
investigation. 

la .,,,~,liliF 
Pro~.r~ w ~_bxr_aed over ~ _ 7 ~  .4#rzs~_ow~e5 o~÷ 

_15oo br % 5/~-@37~Eb~r~zk~Le_5_~_ (Lv#_ per'm,.ssto~ 
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STRUCTURE FIRES 9 0 6 M - 9  

i | ' |  -J l ; l . ' t  ~ : |  d l l~  
PROPERTY USE 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

STATUS (OCCUPIED, UNOCCUPIED, VACANT) COMMENTS 

|_'1 ; !  ::II'_'R I ]  =!-'~1~ -'i I ~111 [O] ~ 

[ ]  RURAL [ ]  FARM [ ]  URBAN [ ]  SUBURBAN [ ]  OTHER 

[ ]  ZONED [ ]  UNZONED [ ]  IMPROVING [ ]  DECLINING [ ]  STABLE [ ]  OTHER 

[ d e ]  ~I-1 i ; l l [ q  d [H  
FOUNDATION 
[ ]  SLAB [ ]  CRAWL SPACE [ ]  BASEMENT(S) [ ]  OTHER 

DIMENSIONS 
FT. LENGTH FT. WIDTH FT. HEIGHT STORIES NO. UNITS 

TYPE OF / EXTERIOR WALLS 

L CONSTRUCTION 
I INTERIOR WALLS I FLOORS J ROOF 

, E C U R I T Y  ( T i m e  o f  F i r (  
DOORS 

[ ]  SECURE [ ]  NOT SECURE PER: 

WINDOWS 
[ ]  SECURE [ ]  NOT SECURE PER: 

OTHER 
[ ]  SECURE [ ]  NOT SECURE PER: 

COMMENTS ON SECURITY 

p_l I_,I --i ~vl B -.J .'[oil d =[o 
ALARMS 

[ ]  YES [ ]  NO 

I / [e]  ~ i - ' t ' J ~ / l i b  
TYPE ALARM 

ALARM COMPANY CONTACT PERSON PHONE NO. 

COMMENTS 

PROTECTION SYSTEMS COMMENTS 
[ ]  YES [ ]  NO [ ]  OPERATED [ ]  DID NOTOPERATE 

DESCRIPTION OF SYSTEM(S) 

lab d l i lb dl=[,-'l'l 

ELECTRIC 

rn,[--x.] a ~ i  

[ ]  ON [ ]  OFF 
UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT PHONE NO. 

GAS [ ]  ON [ ]  OFF UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT PHONE NO. 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT PHONE NO. 
WATER [ ]  ON [ ]  OFF 

PHONE [ ]  ON [ ]  OFF UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT PHONE NO. 

UTILITY COMPANY NAME CONTACT PHONE NO. 
OTHER [ ]  ON [ ]  OFF 

1988 Edition 



906M-10 F I R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

' . X T E R I O R  O B S E R V  

I N T E R I O R  O B S E R ~ /  

• -" I :f_'l I I ~ [¢~,."]k"~i d ::l iv, 
TYPE LOCATION 

COMMENTS 

i :1 li : ( ~  d : i  [o.F-| l i - ' ]  ::1 :kvJ [o] : i  I 
ENTRY LOCATION 

[ ]  FUSES [ ]  BREAKERS 
SERVICE PANEL LOCATION 

COMMENTS 

) T H E R  H E A T I N G  E Q U I P  
TYPE(s) LOCATION 

COMMENTS 

[.,~/d-'|u[~b dUl :! ::nlo~o) ~ b d :q ~ b I~ 1 
COMMENTS 

iF_,1 :i::F-,l[e) ; R e ]  : i [t ' !  I 
COMMENTS 

1988 Edition 



STRUCTURE FIRES 9 0 6 M - 1 1  

STRUCTURE FIRES 
F I E L D  N O T E S  9 0 6 M - 2 c  

=[ ,~ l l l [ , ] ~  n.-]=[.] . ,  ~ r ,  I 
HEAT SOURCE 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

MATERIAL IGNITED 

IGNITION FACTOR 

IF EQUIPMENT INVOLVED 

MAKE MODEL SERIAL NO. 

COMMENTS 

I d I : i  ~ - ' 4  "J-'l ::r,..1, 
MATERIALS 

AVENUES 

COMMENTS 

!¢] ~vl [e] N =l$."] "J: i ~:~ = 
MATERIALS 

AVENUES 

COMMENTS 

: iEMARK' ,  

1988 Edition 



9 0 6 M - 1 2  F I R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

Structure Fires (Form M-2a, M-2b, and M-2c). 
There are three sheets that comprise the form used when 

the incident under  investigation is a structure fire. These 
three sheets (shown on the three previous pages) are divided 
into 17 sections, each of which is described below. Be sure 
the agency name and file n u m b e r  are recorded at the up- 
per right corner of each of the three sheets. 

The first section deals with the type or use of the prop- 
erty and its status. In the example, the structure is an oc- 
cupied single family, residential building. Occupied,  for 
purposes of fire reporting, means that it is being used 
regularly, even if there were not people present at the time 
of the fire. If the property is not occupied, record whether 
it is under  construction or renovation, idle, or abandoned.  

i I ' l  "~ l . i l  I z l  I I I 

51~x~OALF_~t~n L Lq__D_ ~zPU_i q q 

Oh- &D-C 

The second section provides a general area description. 
As m a n y  boxes as appropr ia te  can be checked. 

The example below shows that the fire occurred in a 
zoned, stable suburban  area. 

The third section describes the construction of the struc- 
ture. In the example shown below, the structure was a 50 
f t x  32 ft, one-story used as one unit.  The structure had 
a basement,  and was of wood frame construction with 
drywall interior walls, plywood floors, and a shingled roof. 

l l i l ]  :1,.'11 III11t I II1¢ 

0 ~ ~ C a ~  ~ C [  ~ S E i ~ ( S )  ~ OTHEn 

I ............ lwoo~ ~;O.g'F~[DrqWOLll I ~qWOOd I~Oml ") 
J 

The next section records the security of the structure as 
found by the fire depar tment  upon its arrival. In the ex- 
ample below, the doors and the windows were secure ac- 
cording to Assistant Chief White. The rear door was forc- 
ed by the fire depar tment  upon arrival at the scene. 

~o,,~ o . . . . . . . .  A55t C~te/: wni_et__ 
i~o.~ o .. . . . . .  _~,_/4sst. _.g_nigf wn, t:_e_ 

0 S e ~  O NOT ~ c u ~  ~R 

~ e r  Comt;oJ~[ ,-rerc~d r~o_~- dODr on azrivccl 

The section on alarm/protection systems is for recording 
data on any alarm system or fire suppression or detection 
system in the structure. The alarm system can be for fire, 
burglary,  or motion. The operation of any system should 
be investigated and recorded. 

The example below shows a sprinkler system tied into 
an alarm company.  

I ~ m  cece~veo co+ r ~ - ~  _ _  

I ~ R ~ P T ~  OF SYSTEM( s} ~ O ~  - -  

The utilities section allows the investigator to list whether 
the utilities were on or off at the time of the fire. It also 
shows the companies involved, if they were contacted, and 
who was contacted. 

PUO~ENO 

P~Em 

In the section on exterior observation, the investigator 
should note his observations of significant facts about the 
exterior of the structure or the fire area. Observat ions 
reported by others can also be entered here. 

In the example below, the fire depar tment  observed fire 
through the southwest corner of the roof upon their arrival 
and the fire investigator noted charr ing behind the elec- 
trical service entrance.  

. ; I :  o =  : 

. ~  mroer- ~ c a ~ :  dam o~qed. &_&ce.._~>e~had 
__t~r n_~ ~ae-cj ~ a.grjv~Lcg~&~ _5o_me_e.loa.c___ 
Ha.ran_Sue. {-v woAI l,~ o.re& o ~ 5e [ v /~  E n T ' r ~  

In the section on interior observation, the investigator 
should note his observations of significant facts about the 
interior of the structure or the fire area. Observat ions by 
others can be entered here also. 

In the example below, the investigator found major 
damage centered in the utility room in the southwest cor- 
ner of the building.  Piles of burned clothing were found 
behind the clothes dryer. 

, i o l  == = 

~oy~-_d~a~j_e m U._~:l.O~-t_RoDm_on ~uJ~_5_/:de _ 

The section titled " H e a t i n g  System" is designed to 
record observations about the principal heating system for 
the structure. For example, the heating system is gas fired 
forced hot air and is located in the basement.  There is no 
fire damage in the basement.  

i :  1:1',1111 ~ [ll. ' l 'J..11:1, 

The next section discusses the electrical service. The in- 
vestigator can record where the service enters the struc- 
ture, the location of the service panel, and any observa- 
tions about the electrical service and its relationship to the 
f i r e .  

As an example, the electrical service consisted of a cir- 
cuit breaker box in the southwest corner of the utility room 
and there was a 20 amp breaker that had tripped dur ing  
the fire. 

I~ ~p brea_eeJ tc,,pped- ~ e d 5  ~ c H h ~  roor~  
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S T R U C T U R E  F I R E S  9 0 6 M - 1 3  

If there was any auxil iary heat ing systems or equipment  
in the fire area that may  have been involved in any way, 
their type, location, and any observations about their possi- 
ble involvement should be recorded in the " O t h e r  Heat ing  
E q u i p m e n t "  section. 

In the example below, an electric space heater  was found 
plugged in in the utility room and it was severely damaged.  

I [ e ] l l |  i q : E l  I : l ' ± l l l l 7  I l l # i l l  I ] 

_~;:aaea , ~ a . n d  severe, lg dccm__occ~d. 

Observat ions  about  the contents of a s tructure are often 
helpful in unders tand ing  the fire. The  next section allows 
the investigator to record anyth ing  unusual  about the con- 
tents of the structure. If  there are no unusual  observations, 
the investigator should so indicate.  

i ..1 I I I l D * I  I I  I11 I ~ [ e l  + l i 1 :  ll l.. ',l 

~/,~UCrno_( t'o c~.c~-pct ~e.cj - .479p_~ _CL.r_~_cl_ l=o_be im order. 

The next section is for recording either the area of origin 
or observations that could be helpful in de te rmin ing  the 
area  of origin. 

I f : | l l : f ~ l l l l l l ) l ;  I[~11: 

The section on ignition sequence may  not be able to be 
completed until some time late in the investigation.  The  
reasons for investigations vary and in some, the ignit ion 
sequence may  be immedia te ly  known, but  in others, fac- 
tors such as fire spread or reasons for casualties may  be 
the thrust  of the investigation.  

The  ignition sequence should identify a heat source, a 
mater ia l  ignited, and what  could have brought  the two 
together  to allow the fire to start.  The  heat source often 
involves a piece of equipment .  If  so, the equipment  should 
be identified as well as how it contr ibuted to the heat. If  
no equ ipment  was involved, the form of the heat should 
still be identified. 

The  material  ignited should be identified by both its type 
or composition and its form or use. The explanation of how 
the heat  and mater ia l  got together  is described as the igni- 
tion factor. 

In the example below, the invest igator  records what he 
believes happened .  

sou • #6) 

o~d aln~e~_c_ c / ~ , ~  2 _. 

I c o ~ m s  @ _ , 

The section enti t led " F i r e  S p r e a d "  can be used to 
describe how the fire moved through the structure.  If  cer- 
tain materials were instrumental  in the spread,  they should 
be noted.  If certain avenues or paths allowed the fire to 
spread to other  sections of the structure,  they should also 
be noted. It is suggested that when the fire leaves the room 
of origin,  the extent  of the fire damage  be documented .  

In the example  below, the fire invest igator  tound that 
the wood panel ing used as inter ior  finish in the corr idor  
was extremely impor tan t  in spreading the fire and cut t ing 
off the escape routes for other residents.  

I I  I :1  g l , . - I  ..~: I : I , !  

_corrido~ orn w&ll ,~i~qiSh~ Cu.~[~cj_ ~ ~ _ ~ 5 5 _ _  

The  section enti t led " S m o k e  S p r e a d "  is s imilar  to the 
previous section but  allows for the recording of informa- 
tion about  the smoke 's  movement  through the building.  
Again, any materials that produced significant smoke while 
burn ing  should be recorded. Also, any significant avenues 
or s tructural  areas that were significant in al lowing the 
smoke to spread uncontrol led should be noted. 

In the example  below, a burn ing  plastic shower unit  in 
a ba throom on the third story forced smoke into a ventila- 
tion shaft from which it spread to other apar tments  when 
the fan that vent i la ted the shaft shut down due to a power 
failure dur ing  the fire. 

t.,.I ~v, I l l  ~q ~i . - , I  .d :  I ~ , : |  I 

L~:2~4s~bcc~,..,..,~ o~ ~jrd_s~_W_(z~c__aLr. ) 

I en~-ereg ome*- a_mreme.~ e:  ~rom 5h~?  

Any remarks  that the invest igator  feels are necessary to 
this par t icular  port ion of the invest igat ion can be record- 
ed in the remarks  section. If  remarks  are entered at dif- 
ferent times, the date when they are entered should be 
included.  

l i l ~ , , w , l : l : 4 -  

Fw-e_ de42ct~-/ro~zl ~- mo~e_d e2OCh~_5 waS.h~dC~C/ 
_dr_~er dc~n~g_O£~bo_ccl ~ .e~do n~£ o ~ p p L ~ _ _ ~  
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9 0 6 M - 1 4  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

AGENCY F ILE  NUMBER 

LICENSE -NO., STATE, EXPIRES 

w ' ,  ' • Ji i i i, i a'q N|IL 
OWNER'S NAME 

OPERATOR'S NAME/LICENSE NO. 

MAKE MODEL VlN NO. 

OWNER'S ADDRESS 

OPE RATOR'S ADDRESS 

OWNER'S PHONE NO. 

OPERATOR'S PHONE NO. 

I ~  | ~ - ' !  [o]-" 
PRIOR DAMAGE FIRE DAMAGE 

TIRES/WHEELS (Missing, Match, Condition) 

PARTS MISSING 

1 lU1:1 UlN,,,-~k'~-,]I 1:1 ~vA 
PRIOR DAMAGE 

TYPE FUEL ~ CONDITION OF TANK 

I 

PRIOR DAMAGE 

FIRE DAMAGE 

I FILLER CAP CONDITION ~ FUEL LINE CONDITION 

FIRE DAMAGE 

FLUID LEVELS 
OIL TRANSMISSION RADIATOR OTHE R? 

PARTS MISSING 

I I~ / l l= l - ' i [o ] i  
PRIOR DAMAGE FIRE DAMAGE 

IGNITION SYSTEM / KEY IN IGNITION 

L [ ]  YES [ ]  NO 
PERSONAL CONTENTS MISSING 

ACCESSORIES MISSING 

ODOMETER READING SERVICE STICKER INFORMATION 

L, j  :::u: n [ ~  mu :ms.~ :[o,],U.lin In nh" 

I ALARM DOOR AND TRUNK LOCKS WINDOW POSITIONS 

) R I G I N / I G N I T I O N  S E ( ;  
AREA 

HEAT SOURCE 

MATERIAL IGNITED 

IGNITION FACTOR 
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M O T O R  V E H I C L E S  9 0 6 M -  1 5  

Motor Vehicle (Form M-3). 
The motor  vehicle form shown on the previous page is 

divided into eight sections. It is to be used whenever  the 
fire investigation centers on a motor  vehicle, whether  the 
vehicle is inside or outside a structure.  As with any of the 
forms used, the agency name and file number  should be 
recorded in the upper  right corner.  

The  first section is used to describe the vehicle. It in- 
cludes the year,  make,  model,  license or registrat ion 
number ,  and the vehicle identification number  (VIN).  The  
color of the vehicle should also be recorded.  

I t ' | : 4 :  i [I,I II =III] ~ . I  I I :  I i ".IIl [ I ]  + i 

The second section is for recording the name,  address,  
and telephone number  of the owner  of the vehicle and the 
opera tor  of the vehicle. The  opera to r ' s  license number  
should also be listed. 

The  third section allows the investigator to record obser- 
vations about the exterior  of the vehicle. This  should in- 
clude any pr ior  damage  or missing or mismatched parts.  
Any area  of exterior  fire damage  should also be described.  

l + : e l : l : l l l l :  

The  next section is for recording observat ions about  the 
fuel systems. Notes in this area should relate to whether  
there was any damage  to the fuel system, damage  from 
the fire to the fuel system, the type of fuel the vehicle used, 
the condition of the tank (was the cap intact), and whether 
the fuel line intact.  

[ l i i ;I  I I l . ' , l ' k l  i ;L, 

The fifth section can be used to record observat ions 
about  the engine compar tment .  Again,  there are various 
areas of concern. Was  there pr ior  damage  to the engine? 

Was there fire damage  to the engine compar tment?  What  
were the fluid levels? Were  the caps intact? Were  any 
engine parts missing? 

l ~ ~ [ ~  ] Z I ~ I ]  ,',l ",,F:I: I I ,',1:1 ~' I i 

i 
KUI~ L E ~  S 

RADIATOR ~ _  OTHER ~ 

The sixth section of the form is used to record observa-  
tions about  the inter ior  of the vehicle. Was  there pr ior  
damage  to the interior,  the ignition system, or accessories? 
Were  the keys in the ignition? Is anyth ing  missing? The  
fire damage  should be described.  Also, the odometer  
reading  and any service sticker informat ion should be 
recorded.  

l l , r l  1 4  ; | [ 0 ] ;  

'D YES ~ NO 
. . . . . . . .  _ _ _  

The  security of the vehicle at the t ime of the fire can 
be critical to understanding the fire. The  next section allows 
recording of informat ion about  the vehicle 's  security 
system. If  there was an a larm,  was it tu rned  on? Were  the 
doors and t runk locked? Wha t  posit ion were the windows 
in? 

i w oow ~SIT~:mS 
~F;v~r'~ npR~q 

The  final section on this form is the origin and ignit ion 
sequence section. It can be used to record observat ions 
about  heat sources, equipment ,  mater ia ls  ignited,  and 
possible reasons for the heat  and mater ia l  to combine to 
start a fire. The  ignition sequence may  be readily apparent  
or the invest igator  may  need to use the observat ions 
together with other evidence to actually determine how the 
fire started. 

" ' ~ r d ~ d  qmo/cln a m a ~ r  JCL/ 
J 
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9 0 6 M - 1 6  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

d ;[o] ' . l  ~ ; i  i ' l  D] :~ . ' tq  ; !  I ; i  d [o ]~ l  

AGENCY I FILE NUMBER 

FIRE DAMAGE 
[ ]  LESS THAN ACRE 

OTHER PROPERTIES INVOLVED 
NO. ACRES 

SECURITY LOCKED COMMENTS 

[ ]  OPEN [ ]  FENCED [ ]  GATES 

I ;I I ; i  =lb d; f;tv4 =1 i i  ;F±~[o~i lie] ; t - ' t i  
TYPE FIRE FACTORS COMMENTS 

[ ]  GROUND [ ]  CROWN [ ]  WIND [ ]  TERRAIN 

r±l  ; i  : q ; l i o ]  ; i l o ]  :1 [¢!  I ~ 

I 'J  : [o] 'J  I I  : i  I ~ I : 1  ; i  : f :  
AT TIME OF FIRE COMMENTS 

[ ]  YES [ ]  NO [ ]  UNDETERMINED 

I [ r l  ~ I b d [o) ~ IF.'] = [P i l l  :1 ~ [o.] 
HEAT OF IGNITION 

MATERIAL IGNITED 

IGNITION FACTOR 

IF EQUIPMENT INVOLVED 

MAKE MODEL SERIAL NO. 
COMMENTS 
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W I L D L A N D  FIRES 9 0 6 M -  17 

Wildland Fires (Form M-4).  
When the fire involves wildland areas, forest, or grass 

lands, the wildland fires form shown on the previous page 
is helpful in recording observations about the fire. The form 
is divided into five sections. Start by recording the agency 
name and file n u m b e r  in the upper  right corner. 

The first section is for describing the property involved 
as well as the number  of acres involved, other property that 
the fire spread to, type of security, and any further 
comments.  

I ~ l [ * ]  ~ :1 : l& 'dB .1 ~.~[*1 : l n ' J  | [ .1  ~ I 

_,~,,B~nd~'- ~ p , s d ~  w_cfn mi~o_~d h ~  ~voods ._ 

The second section allows the investigator to record com- 
ments and observations about how the fire traveled. This 
should include both horizontal and vertical direction as well 
as speed. Previous weather conditions that would effect the 
fire's growth and spread should be recorded. 

The third section is for describing the area of origin. In 
the early stages of the investigation, that this may be a 
general area gets narrowed as the investigation continues. 

I~l II ~:Ill Ill:l [I'I h 

1 
The next section allows the investigator to indicate 

whether there were people in the area, who they were, and 
what they were doing. Witness statements should be taken 
using Form M-6. 

d,~verQd /;,,re / ~  ~ I/be, ~ k~q-33Tk) 

The last section is used by the investigator to record 
observations on heat sources present, materials ignited, and 
what could have allowed the two to combine to allow the 
fire to start. These observations may provide a definitive 
ignition sequence or may need to be used with other in- 
formation to determine how the fire spread. 

0 ,  p , 
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9 0 6 M - 1 8  FIRE INCIDENT FIELD NOTES 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

I 0] =k,'][H : l  I ".JI d [o] i 
NAME 

RACE [SEX ] AGE 

DESCRIBE CLOTHING 

ADDRESS 

I DATE OF BIRTH ~ WEIGHT 

PHONE NO. 

~ OTHER 

i ,  il'd "J =Rio] ; i i  I ~ l lLIJ ; |"  

i MINOR MODERATE [ ]  [ ]  i'-~SEVERE [~FATAL 
DESCRIBEINJURY 

[e,] I -- {MlJtVA [,:.~1 #,_I ~ [e,] =k. 
WHO FOUND VICTIM? WHERE? 

VICTIM'S ACTIVITY JUST PRIOR TO AND AT TIME OF IGNITION 

VICTIM ACTIVITY AFTER TIME OF IGNITION 

C A S U A L T Y  T R E A T M E N  

[]TREATED AT SCENE BY? 

SENT TO 

REMARKS 

~ VIA I TREATED BY 

" A T A L I T I E S  
BODY POSITION 

BODY REMOVED TO 

MEDICAL EXAMINER / CORONER 

BODY REMOVED BY 

ADDRESS 

AUTHORITY TO MOVE BODY GIVEN BY 

PHONE NO. 

CAUSE OF DEATH 

AUTOPSY BY ADDRESS 

DATE OF AUTOPSY CASE NO. BLOODTEST X-RAYS 

[ ]  YES [ ]  NO [ ]YES [ ]  NO 

PHONE NO. 

REPORTSIN POSSESSION 

[ ]  YES [ ]  NO 

I~  I =lKQiih] ~11:,41 ~ 
NAME RELATIONSHIP 

NOTIFIED BY (How, Date & Time) 

ADDRESS &PHONE 

R E M A R K :  
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CASUALTIES 9 0 6 M -  19 

Casual t ies  (Form M-5).  

If there are persons killed or injured by the fire, the 
casualty form can be used to collect data about those 
persons. 

The casualty could be a fire fighter, a civilian involved 
with the property that burned,  an emergency service per- 
son assisting at the incident, or possibly the suspect in a 
cr iminal  case. The casualty form is divided into seven sec- 
tions. If any casualty forms are used, the agency and file 
n u m b e r  should be entered at the upper  right corner of the 
f o r m .  

The first section of the form is for identifying and 
describing the casualty. This includes name and address, 
personal features, and clothing worn. In the case of a fire 
fighter injury, the protective clothing worn, how it was 
worn, and any failure of the clothing should be described. 

I i ]  ~I+.+'[~I .~ I J ",dllI l e |  i 

The second section is used to describe the injury and 
its seriousness. A minor  injury is one in which immediate  
medical care is not necessary. A moderate injury is one 
in which quick medical t reatment  is advisable, but there 
is little danger of death or permanent  disability• A severe 
injury is potentially life threatening if the condition remains 
uncontrolled. Immediate  medical care is necessary. 

l u - a = i  l Z l  ~1 • .  • ~ | 1 : |  

The third section is used to describe the circumstances 
sur rounding  the injury or fatality. This  includes the name 
of the person who found the victim, where the victim was 
found, what the victim's activity prior to or at the time 
of ignition was, and what the victim was doing after the 
time of ignition. This would be extremely helpful in the 
case where the casualty was, in fact, the suspect. 

w ~  ;C~mD VlC+m+ + e I ~ +  , + . t+~ " 
Is~we 7 ~ . ~ a n o ~  (daaaWe~ ) in C~u~ ~Lliv,Y~q w m  
V~T M S CT~I~ ~ST PRI~ TO ~D AT TiME OF ~ N13 ~y ~ J 

The section on casualty treatment is not to collect all the 
medical details of t reatment  but rather to identify who 
handled treatment  at the scene and in transport.  It also 
records where the victim was sent. Followup inquiries can 
then be made to determine medical diagnosis or observa- 
tions that might be helpful to the investigation. 

j ;  ............... , 
...... /±1  ......... 

If the injury is fatal, it is important  to determine in what 
position and where the victim was found. Also record who 
authorized the body to be removed, who removed it, and 
to where. The medical examiner  should be identified and 
any information on cause of death recorded. If an autopsy 
is performed, the person performing it and the date it was 
performed should be recorded. Other  post mortem tests 
should also be identified. 

I ~ : | | : 111  I I  $ 

M~LCAL E~"~Ng. I C o ~  AOC~ESS 

The next section identifies the next of kin, who notified 
them of the death, and when. 

I1~ I ~ : | l l J l  = I : q  I, '  
t ~ T ~ I P  i AooaEssaP~C~E . 

The final section is a remarks section where the in- 
vestigator can record any comments specific to the casualty. 

. ~?p~c~r 5 3b~ ~_Sm_ L ~ _ ~ L l . . ~ l e e p  _whl I¢ _5mo/~ i _n ~._& k+d 
I_c,goJe~ iani_e_~__c:/o~,~S[cm,~- /~ce ~//. L~+n- 
o b t u s e #  In ~ ChCUC . . . .  
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906M-20 F~RE I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

A G E N C Y  F I L E  N U M B E R  

[ I ,J , , - I  ~ u u I d ¢ ~ : !  n t O ]  ~, 

NAME 

RACE SEX AGE DATE OF BIRTH 

ADORESS 

EMPLOYER ADDRESS 

SOC. SECURITY NO. 

PHONE NO. 

DRIVERS LIC. NO. 

PHONE NO. 

RELATIONSHIP TO INCIDENT CAN BE CONTACTED AT 

STATEMENT TAKEN BY LOCATION, DATE & TIME OF STATEMENT 

~ T A T E M E N  
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~VITNESS STATEMENT 9 0 6 M - 2 1  

Wi t nes s  S t a t e m e n t  (Form M-6). 
If  there were any witnesses to the fire or events preceding 

the fire, this form (shown on the previous page) can be used 
to record the witness '  remarks.  

The  top of the form is for identifying the witness, his/her 
relat ionship to the proper ty ,  where they can be contacted,  
and the location, date, and t ime of the s tatement .  

Sometimes the investigator may let the witness write his 
own statement ,  in his own handwri t ing,  and sign it. 
Somet imes  the t ime the s ta tement  was concluded is im- 
por tant  and this should be recorded,  if appropr ia te .  

The  example below shows a typical series of notes taken 
by an invest igator  dur ing  discussion with John  Ayres,  
owner /occupant  of a house in which a fire occurred.  

i 

5tct.+e ~/ ice /z¢~-t- 8 7 I 
i i i i  1 7 1 1  l i l ~ i _ ' !  i l ~ l l  I 

%~n )d~-e.s °~TfijT's 

RELATIONSHIP TO ~:~IDEN'I" _ i¢ 
Cw~-e.v-/<::x.cu.~o./n-- 

?o°~fe> D ~ ~ , - ~  z>-. 
S O C .  SECURITY,  NO.  _, 

I PHONE NO.  I 

D R I V E R S  L IC.  N O .  , ~ A  

, 4 -dw - ~2_ - -<~ r l  - ~l q 

c~,~,~>c~°,O~,~ 5~r~ (~P~zz391 
' i  I_,l  / l~Vjl ~ l i 

( w ~ . s - ~  bu..-i- ~o~dd huwe ~.e~ left- o~. 9o~!# 
~ver ~oXm~ ko.zt / o ~ d r {  on if. .4/.50 K~r+~i 
[c~ndrtl in b0~5~6"-t on ,~/oor. ,41n n~evio~s ,,27~ 

d e  w~ 5 ¢~ ~e ! ~ ¢- ~ r s o n  
I 

I~6zZ~ woc~ld ~-fdt~'f Wke~ 
I~ h~2.~ room. 

All ,~,~o~o_..~ mlo~3 ; ~,~ ~pp~o.rc~c/ ~ w - ~ .  
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906M-22 F I R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

PVHERE FOUND / WHEI~ DESCRIPT IOt  : IEMOVED TO / B~ 

1,  

2, 

3, 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

REMARK 

1988 Edition 



eviDENCE 906M- 23  

E v i d e n c e  (Form M-7).  

If evidence is collected at the fire scene, this form can 
be used to log that evidence. 

A description of the evidence, where and when it was 
found or taken from, and where it was taken to and by 
whom are recorded in the first section of the form. 

At the bottom of the tbrm is a remarks section that can 

be used to document  the chain of custody, its use, and/or  
disposition. 

In the example below, three pieces of evidence were 
taken, an electric heater and debris from two locations. The 
electric heater  was examined at the office and the debris 
was sent to a laboratory to determine if f lammable liquid 
vapors were present. 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

5+o.'1-~ P,,I,~ e 12 3 ~-~ 7 

/ I /HERE F O U N D  / WHEI~ : IEMOVED TO / B~i )ESCRIPT IO I~  

4o 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

,. Acrr~ ~-Iccv--r~c f / e ~ z ~  (XtUiA./ tTa~,~ Floor- _ .O~ie o tW F--rO~ed 
l t " I 

~. Oebns -Fr~ r s - ~ r ~  ~ ~-r,l , tv g~,~ LuJo ~ ~l.i~_z f 

I ; i  :I=W:I ; I ; .¢ 
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9 0 6 M - 2 4  F ~ R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  NOTES 

*ONL Y ONE ROLL OF FIL M PER FORM. 

t] ::~.-[~] : i l  -~ d[e] ~ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

I- ' l ; I  ;~V,-1 ; K ~  

Rol l  No.  AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

~] =k."[=.] -" I I ~ d [o]; 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

4O 
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P H O T O G R A P H S  906M-25 

Photographs (Form M-8). 
The form shown on the previous page should be used 

to record a descript ion of each photograph taken at the 
scene. One form should be used with each roll of film. The  
roll number ,  the agency conduct ing the investigation and 
the file number  must  be recorded at the top right of the 
form. 

The form is designed so that as pictures are taken, the 
investigator may record, in nuraerical order, where the pic- 

*ONL Y ONE ROLL OF FILM PER FORM. 

i l I- ,L m t t  e j . ~ . ] f l  i t  i M i LUj ~ 

, Uv.4 - ~x~÷~ 5~de__. 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

g>+ klor~ 5 ;de 
side 24 

l ln-t-gZfil i~r f~oom-.C/,,¢o./f ~8 
rim_m-/',/, uoj/_ 

i 

( d -  ~il ,-tx/ t~oofn- w ~V4[I I 30 
He2~.r-  3, 

F l o o r -  u; t - i l i ~  f r o o ~  33 

L~ v ) nq r oo ur~ 

tures were taken and what they show. 

The  remarks  section at the bot tom of the form can be 
used to comment  on any photograph,  to keep track of the 
processing, or for any other  notes the invest igator  wishes 
to make regarding  the photographs .  

The  completed form below shows how a form might look 
for twenty-two photographs  taken at the scene of a dwell- 
ing fire. 

II N o .  I A G E N C Y  i F I L E  N U M B E R  

, ,~,f~ 12ol/e¢I /Z ~q-  8 7  

k | 4Uq[q  k L w 

21 

22 

23 

35 

36 

~(~J--~(5~'~ ~ ~ 37 

23P__c~rn --4-5 38 
C / ~ . . ~ d  #{(_..~r---(;./--l li ~ ~)i'~. 39 
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906M-26 F I R E  I N C I D E N T  F I E L D  N O T E S  

SKETCHES 
FIELD NOTES 906-M-9 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

Scale: Sketcher: 

NOTE: Be sure to show reference North on Sketch. 

Date: 

1988 Edition 



SKETCHES 9 0 6 M - 2 7  

Sketches (Form M-9). 
If  a sketch is made  of the incident,  the form on the 

previous page can be used for that purpose.  At a major  
incident  more than one sketch may be necessary with one 
showing the overall  scene, and subsequent  sketches show- 
ing details of specific sections, such as the area  of origin. 

The  sketch should show a north arrow and the point of 

origin• Appropr ia te  measurements  can be added to clarify 
unders tanding .  

If  it is not to scale, that should be noted• 

Also, the person drawing the sketch should sign and date 
the sketch. 

The example below shows a simple sketch for a one-story 
dwelling• 

AGF~NCY I FILE NUMBER I 
5+Cb+e vo[ic  q 

_i . . . .  ! 
7-1 ~ " 

;.. qCb 

I N  

~ ; ~ - ~ ' -  ~--, b~ ~ ~ } . . . .  : - 

-L-, ~t- 

tL i  * '  

i 

l imi inai  

J 

- ~ '  4-- £-- i [ ' 

Scale: ~ 0 ~ . ~  Sketcher: ~ " ~ e l ~ A ,  ~ 

NOTE: Be sure to show reference North on Sketch. 

Date: 5 " / ~ ' ~ ( ~ 1  
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9 0 6 M - 2 8  FIRE I N C I D E N T  FIELD NOTES 

NAME 

1. 

AGENCY 

ADDRESS 

FILE NUMBER 

PHONE NO. 

POLICY NO. EFFECTIVE DATE EXPIRATION DATE 

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

2. 
POLICY NO. EFFECTIVE DATE EXPIRATION DATE 

STRUCTURE/VEHICLE CONTENTS, PERS. PROP. BUS. INTERRUPTION, LOSS EARNINGS, LIV. EXP. 

NAME OFINSURED ADDRESS OFINSURED 
1. [ ]  NEW [ ]  RENEWAL 

NAME OFINSURED ADDRESS OFINSURED 
2. [ ]  NEW [ ]  RENEWAL 

PREVlOUSlNSURANCE CARRIER NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

$ STRUCTURENEH.$ CONTENTS $ OTHER? 

PREVIOUSLOSSES, CANCELLATIONS 

NAME 

1. 

ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

NAME ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

2. 

V_,I i ~  LI ~.',]1 II ; I  -" fJ I ~, kvJ ::F.",]I II [c~V±II I [O]; I 
NAME OF COMPANY ADJ./INV. 

1. 

ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

NAME OF COMPANY ADJ./INV. ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

2. 

NAME OF PUBLIC ADJUSTER ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

b I[e]l IF*,_1 l i  ".,P'±l I D ]  Ro]~ '~  
STRUCTURE CONTENTS/PERS. PROP. OTHER (Explain) 

1 .$  1.$ 1.$ 

STRUCTURE CONTENTS/PERS. PROP. OTHER (Explain) 

2 $  2 $  2 $  

I - ' I~;JV±I- ' I  [ .~  
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I N S U R A N C E  I N F O R M A T I O N  9 0 6 M - 2 9  

Insurance Information (Form M-10). 
The form shown on the previous page is used for record- 

ing information on the insurance company,  coverage,  
agent,  adjuster ,  and loss paid.  The  form is divided into 
six sections. The  agency conduct ing the investigation and 
the file number  should be recorded at the upper  right cor- 
ner  of the form. 

The  first section is for identifying the insurance com- 
pany or companies  involved with the fire loss. In addi t ion 
to the identification of the company,  the policy number ,  
effective date, and expirat ion date should be recorded.  As 
shown below, the owner of this proper ty  was insured with 
State Casual ty ,  with policy effective dates from 12-1-84 to 
12-1-87. 

Ill~*]l,, vJ.l ,' i 

I ~zv~s rd gO, ct~c<_, ?~z-//vq ,~++l,m,~e c ~ + ~ m  . . . .  ~ +  + . . . . . . . .  

I ~  O ~ E  I ,+aomt ss I ~ NO 

l ~rr(enveOAT~ i ~XP+~AT+N~IE 

The second section of the form is for recording da ta  on 
the amount  of coverage,  the insured person,  and any 
previous insurance history they may  have. In the example  
below, John  Ayres has $40,000 in coverage on his dwell- 
ing and $20,000 in coverage on the contents.  There  was 
no previous insurance carr ier  and no loss experience.  

Ilsll+x'l =1 = ~'lt 
I IUREIVEHICLE CONtENtS, Pins +mOP ,BUS LNIERRUPDCN, LOSSEABt;ING$.UV E(P 

NEW I:~N~ WAr. 
i 

I f *  . . . . .  ' . . . . .  

1+7/~ .................. 

The next section is used to identify the insurance agent(s) 
and where they can be contacted.  

i i Z l+.lU i ; I : |  p I N  l l : I t l  i l l i  

~AME 

The  fourth section is used to identify the person(s) 
responsible for adjust ing the loss or invest igat ing the loss 
for the insurance company.  In the example  below, the ad- 
jus te r  is Bernice Kress of Michigan  Claims.  There  was no 
public adjuster  assigned. 

1_I  i I I  I I  b"~l 1 4 1  f l  I ~ I l l  ~'~.I l [ t 9 " : I  l i I l I 

? . . . . . . . . . . .  L "~++  i . . . . .  

W + ~  . . . . .  [ - ' + "  I . . . . .  

The  total paid loss section is used to record the actual 
insurance company  sett lement.  In addi t ion to the loss to 
the structure and contents,  payments  for business inter- 
rupt ion,  addi t ional  living expense, or other  payments  can 
be recorded.  In the example  below, $23,900 was paid for 
damage  to the structure and $18,000 for damage  to the 
contents.  

l I l l  I : |  I I  "..I: |  I ,  l I l l . . 1 .  

I SIR~IURE C~TE t ~RS PROP , T~$IEQIE,~In) 

i smuclu~ + i O+H+R <E,pl+~) 

The  last section is a remarks  section. If  there is infor- 
mat ion  from the adjuster  or insurance agent that is perti- 
nent to the investigation, it should be listed in this section. 
If" the investigator sees anything suspicious in the insurance 
a r rangement  or the way the loss is handled,  this can be 
noted also. 

i :l=l,,,r,1 : t : ~  

LoSS /~!ct dl~/~7. 
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