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400 COMMONWEALTH DRIVE, WARRENDALE, PA 15096

HIGHWAY
VEHICLE

STANDARD
an American National Standard

SAEJ538

Issued December 1955
Revised Au~ust 1983

Superseding J538 JAN73

GROUNDING OF STORAGE BATTERIES

o The negative side of the storage battery shall be securely and adequately
grounded so that the voltage drop to the starting motor is held within the
limits specified in the current edition of SAE J54l.

J

c

The phi (0) symbol is for the convenience of the user in locating areas where
technical revisions have been made to the previous issue of the report. If the
symbol is next to the report title. it indicates a complete revision of the
report.

SAE Technical Board Rules provide that: "This report is published by SAE to advance the state oftechnical and engineering sciences.
The use of this report is entirely voluntary, and its applicability and suitability for any particular use, including any patent infringement
arising therefrom, is the sole responsibility of the user."

SAE reviews each technical report at least every five years at which time it may be reaffirmed, revised, or cancelled. SAE invites your
written comments and suggestions.

Copyright 1989 Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.
All rights reserved.

Printed in U.S.A.
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J538 AUG83

RATIONALE:

Not applicable.

RELATIONSHIP OF SAE STANDARD TO ISO STANDARD:

Not applicable.

REFERENCE SECTION:

SAE J54l JUL83, Voltage Drop for Starting Motor Circuits

APPLICATION:

Not applicable.

COMMITTEE COMPOSITION:

DEVELOPED BY THE SAE CRANKING MOTOR SUBCOMMITTEE:

SAENORM.C
OM : C

lick
 to

 vi
ew

 th
e f

ull
 PDF of

 j5
38

_1
98

30
8

https://saenorm.com/api/?name=de3d8194f91c90e537492da8a1a1e9b0

